[Questions and dilemmas in the management of hypospadias].
Hypospadias is the second most common congenital malformation in males. Etiology remains unknown in about 70% of the cases. Distal hypospadias is considered not only developmental abnormality of the urethra in males, but it may also constitute a mild form of sexual development disorder in 46,XY males. Most urologists and endocrinologists consider that it is necessary to perform a detailed investigation of children presenting with proximal hypospadias associated with a small phallus or poorly developed scrotum and undescended testes. Currently, there is no generally accepted recommendation for the preoperative evaluation of hypospadias and, therefore, masculinizing surgery without preoperative evaluation is performed in these children. The authors summarize the international literature data and their own experience for the assessment and management of hypospadias concerning questions and problems related to preoperative investigation, masculinizing surgery and additional surgery. A detailed algorithm is presented for preoperative evaluation of both proximal and distal hypospadias.